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Until the middle of the 18th Century, botanicals

from India were important ingredients of .
European life as _culinary additives, medicines

L and lurury items. The search for shorter and
direct sea routes to India to acquire these

commodities was the driving force for

the voyages of discovery that profoundly
changed both the world’s maps, and. its

history.

East-West trade intensiﬁ'ed after 1498 Vasco

da Gama arrived in Calicut to procure pepper
and other natural produets for Portugal. Many
others followed and along with the commodities
they acquired Europeans in India sought out
and compiled indigenous knowledge of medicing
and agrarian plants for fhelir use.in India and
elsewhere. The wealth of botanical knowledge
the thriving indigenous medical traditions and
centuries-old agricultural practices made its way
into several European books published in the 16
and 17th centuries. =

The Hortus Malabaricus and. the 1

other books presented in the exhibit

are important resources to scholars

Sfrom diverse fields, serving as a

window into Indian culture prior =
fo_the 18th century. They are also i :
of the local medical

India in the 17th.

% il traditions: of

& century, many ich have long been

h_idden in Ilm le uscript collections or

'tﬂrbqﬁy'_vaﬁﬁhe the scholarly horizon..
e i =

Bambus or the Reede of Indi
Arbore de Reys or “Fhe-joottree
Durioens & 1% T8
Original Woodcut, Sizé. 25.0X31

John Huighen van Linschaten:. :
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Schunda pana, |
Vol.1, Fig.11,
Hortus Indicus Malabaricus, 1678

The highlighted book in this exhibit is the twelve

i volume pre-Linnaean botanical work “Hortus Indicus
Malabaricus”, publisheﬂn Amsterdam from 1678 to
1693 and entirely devoted to the useful and medicinal
plants of South India. These volumes are unique in
the annals of colonial botany for the quality of the
content and for the extent of the collaboration between
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the Indian and European scholars. For their major
contributions to this work, the Indian scholars are
individually identified and honored.

Curated by: Annamma Spudich
Scholar in Residence, NCBS

Annamma Spudich is a cell biologist (Ph.D.,
Stanford University) and carried out cell biology
research at Stanford for 25 years. Eight years ago
she left basic research to devote her intellectual
energies to her life long interest in the history of
Indian scientific traditions in the natural sciences.
In 2003 Dr. Spudich curated the exhibit “From
Forreine Places All the Varietie of Herbes” at The
Cantor Center for Visual Arts, Stanford University.
The exhibit and a conference on the contributions
of traditional knowledge to modern science and
medicine were supported by the Stanford School
of Medicine, and the Asian Religions and Cultures
Initiative of the School of Humanities and Sciences.
She is currently working on a book on the subject
of this exhibit.
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