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Biography :

Michel Morange was trained in biochemistry and molecular
biology at the Pasteur Institute in Paris. He then turned to cell
biology, and entered into Frangois Jacob's lab in the same Institute.
With Olivier Bensaude, he created in 1991, at the Ecole normale
supérieure in Paris, a group whose project was to characterise the

; regulation of heat shock gene expression. Michel Morange received
also in parallel a formation in history and philosophy of sciences. His main interest is the
history of the transformations of biology during the 20th century - in particular the rise of
molecular biology (Michel Morange (1998) A history of molecular biology (Cambridge:
Harvard University press).

More recently, he turned his attention to the present transformations of biology, with the rise
of new disciplines such as systems biology and synthetic biology, the increasing place of
epigenetics, the criticism of reductionism, the growing role of interdisciplinarity, and the
reemergence of the question of life (Michel Morange (2008) Life explained ( New Haven: Yale
University Press). His present project of research consists in appreciating the true
significance of these transformations: multidisciplinarity and the development of new
technologies are characteristics common to the present time, and to the years which preceded
the rise of molecular biology, but the scientific context is too different to make of the present
transformations something similar to the molecular revolution.



